THE OLD RECTORY

TATENHILL • STAFFORDSHIRE

THE OLD RECTORY
MAIN STREET • TATENHILL • BURTON-ON-TRENT • STAFFORDSHIRE • DE13 9SD
Lichfield 12 miles | Derby 16 miles | Nottingham 32 miles | Birmingham International Airport 30 miles
(Distances are approximate).

A beautifully proportioned Queen Anne house with
wonderful gardens & grounds
Exquisitely restored Queen Anne residence | 3 Reception rooms | Family kitchen with larder and separate utility room
Master bedroom suite with dressing room | 6 further bedrooms | Media room
Range of outbuildings | Three garages | Hard tennis court
In total approximately 2.81 acres
(Further land could be made available)

Savills
Hall Court
Telford TF3 4NF
www.savills.co.uk

Contact: Tony Morris-Eyton
TMEyton@savills.com
+44 (0)1952 239 500

Viewing by appointment only.
These particulars are intended only as a guide and must not be relied upon as statements of fact. Your attention is drawn to the Important Notice on the last page of the brochure.

SITUATION
The Old Rectory stands in a commanding
position next to St Michael and All Angels
Church within the picturesque village of
Tatenhill in a plot of approximately 2.81 acres.
The house has an unspoilt outlook both to
the front and rear. To the rear of the property
the views reach across to Battlestead Hill
and the National Forest. The front of the
property overlooks its own land, including the
enormous King George V Silver Jubilee Atlas
cedar tree.
While the village has a small friendly
community with a village hall, pub and bowling
green, there are good local amenities including
shops and schools in the nearby villages
of Branston and Barton under Needwood.
Private schools in the area include Repton
and Denstone, with private preparatory
schools including Repton Preparatory
School (Foremarke Hall), St Wystans and
Lichfield Cathedral School. In the state sector
there is an excellent primary school in the
neighbouring village of Rangemore, and
walking distance from the Old Rectory is the
brand new John Taylor Free School, which is a
senior school.
The village is surrounded by some of the most
beautiful countryside in the Midlands yet has
excellent access to the M1, M6, M6 toll, M42,
A50 and other major trunk roads, providing
good communication links with all of the
Midlands and beyond.
The Old Rectory is within easy commuting
distance of London. Virgin Trains stop at
Lichfield Trent Valley station on the West
Coast Main Line, which is only a 15 minute
drive from the house. There is excellent
parking and the 07.08 fast service arrives in
London Euston in just 1 hour and 9 minutes.
The return is equally as fast at peak times.
Northern cities such as Manchester
and Liverpool are easily accessible, and
Birmingham City Centre is 30 miles away.

More locally, there are cities such as Derby (16
miles), Nottingham (32 miles) and Leicester
(30 miles). East Midlands Airport is 20 miles
away, and Birmingham Airport, 30 miles.
The local town of Burton on Trent provides
excellent sporting facilities, including gyms, a
rugby club, Branston Golf and Country Club,
football clubs and two rowing clubs. There are
very active cycling clubs in both Burton and
Lichfield. The FA National Football centre, with
world class sporting facilities, is located four
miles away in the beautiful rolling countryside,
and there are two large hotels on site. Tatenhill
Airport is located adjacent to St George’s
Park. This is a private airfield which is in
daily use, being the home of East Midlands
Air Ambulance. The area is renowned for
equestrian interests and there are several
livery yards in the immediate vicinity, most
notably Eland Lodge, which has a full crosscountry course as part of the facility.
There is a public bridleway that starts at the
driveway of the Old Rectory and heads off on
an ancient Roman track into the Staffordshire
countryside. The Old Rectory is also 20 miles
from the Donington Park Motor Racing Circuit.
There are very active theatres in Derby,
Birmingham, Nottingham and Leicester, and
in addition, there are with numerous local
amateur dramatic and choral societies.

HISTORY
The Old Rectory is an exquisite Grade II*
Listed Queen Anne house with beautiful
gardens and grounds along with outstanding
views of unspoilt countryside. It is considered
to be one of the most elegant houses of its
period in the Midlands and was a finalist in
Country Life’s Britain’s Finest Parsonages,
winning the West of England region.
The Old Rectory was built in circa 1704
for Sir William Binckes, the then Dean of
Lichfield. Village tradition says that it was
built as his hunting lodge and the enormous
inglenook fireplace in the old kitchen would
be testament to that. In 1706 Queen Anne
annexed the Tatenhill parish, along with the
Rectorship, to the Deanery, as it was Duchy of
Lancaster land. The Parish remained with the
Deanery until it was severed in 1873, and in
1953 the Church sold off the rectory. A list of
all rectors since 1344 is included in the sale.

The house is Grade II* Listed, is of special
architectural interest, and is particularly noted
for the fluted Doric stone pillars to either side
of the front doorway. The window above,
with its carved stone surround, the mellowed
brickwork, boxed sash windows and stone
quoins is very characteristic of this period of
architecture. In the opinion of highly regarded
British architectural historian and current
Surveyor of the Fabric of Westminster Abbey,
Ptolemy Dean, the house was almost certainly
designed by the father and son architects,
Smith of Warwick. The Old Rectory carries
their signature design traits, and the staircase
is almost identical to the magnificent staircase
found in Stoneleigh Abbey, which is a known
Smith of Warwick building.

DESCRIPTION
The front of the Old Rectory faces west. It is laid
out over three floors with elegant, symmetrical,
beautifully proportioned light and spacious rooms.
The house has been carefully maintained over the
320 years of its existence and retains the majority
of its period features, including the particularly
impressive oak staircase over all three floors, oak
panelled doors and reveals, open fireplaces and
large sash windows with window seats.
To the front of the house is an enchanting walled
garden with a pathway leading to the original eight
panelled oak door with fluted pilasters to the frieze
and a cornice running into the apron of the window
above. The central hallway extends the depth of
the house and from which, the wide staircase rises
up two flights, crossing the rear windows to reach
the first floor landing.
To the rear of the main hallway, there is a door that
gives access to the three room cellar. The current
owner has planning permission to re-open the
now bricked over original window spaces. There is
further door from the hallway, giving access to the
York stone terrace at the rear of the house.
To the right of the central hallway is an impressive
double drawing room with sash windows to both
the front and rear, an Adam fireplace, originally
from Branston Hall, and original poured plaster
cornice and oak wooden flooring.
To the left of the entrance hall is the dining room
with sash windows overlooking the front walled
garden, an Adam fireplace, also from Branston
Hall, and Victorian pine floor.
The second left off the main hallway takes you into
an elegant, sunny morning room which faces east.
This where the very large inglenook fireplace is
sited. It has a Hollington stone floor with a 12.5Kw
Clearview log burner. The morning room gives
access to the original rectory building, which is
now single storey, with storage above, housing
a rear hallway used for day to day access, the
kitchen, a downstairs cloakroom and utility room.
The east end of this building was extended in
1964.

The utility room gives access directly out
to the garden. The current owner has
architectural plans to remove and replace
the 1960s extension with an ultra modern
glass building, connecting it to the dovecote.
However, please note, that planning
permission has not been applied for, although
the plans were drawn up in consultation with
English Heritage. The drawings are available
at request.
On the first floor, the master bedroom
neighbours a bathroom with a wetroom and
adjacent dressing room. A door could be
opened from the bedroom to create a master
suite. There are two further large double
bedrooms on the first floor, one with an
ensuite wetroom, the other with an ensuite
bathroom, which can also be used as a family
bathroom as it has a second entrance off the
landing.

The staircase continues up over two flights
to the second floor with a large landing,
which gives access to three further double
bedrooms, a single bedroom with plumbing
in place to convert into a bathroom, a further
family bathroom, and a large media or games
room with a woodburning stove.
The current owners have undertaken a
meticulously sympathetic restoration of the
property over 12 years, to include complete
re-wiring, re plumbing, and re-decoration.
The house is beautifully presented and stands
in stunning formal and informal gardens. An
attractive courtyard provides an excellent
range of outbuildings including and dovecote
and former coach house.
Further land extending to 2.55 acres (coloured
in green on the plan) could be available, this
would be subject to a development uplift
clause.

FLOOR PLANS

Approximate Gross Internal Floor Area:
House - 454.5 sq m / 4,892 sq ft
Cellars - 56.1 sq m / 604 sq ft

Outbuildings - 179.7 sq m / 1,934 sq ft
(Excluding Green House / Dovecote)
For identification only, not to scale.
Not all buildings are shown exact location/orientation

Dressing
Room
4.29 x 2.41
14'1 x 7'11

Bedroom 2
4.93 x 4.43
16'2 x 14'6

Bedroom 3
4.92 x 4.31
16'2 x 14'2

Bedroom 6
4.61 x 3.24
15'1 x 10'8

Media Room
5.60 x 5.05
18'4 x 16'7

Bedroom 5
4.40 x 3.68
14'5 x 12'1

Master Bedroom
4.89 x 4.28
16'1 x 14'1

Green
House
3.70 x 1.90
12'2 x 6'3

Bedroom 7
3.03 x 2.77
9'11 x 9'1

Bedroom 4
4.89 x 4.37
16'1 x 14'4

Hay Loft
5.13 x 3.37
16'10 x 11'1

Dovecote
3.75 x 3.45
12'4 x 11'4
(Approx)

Outbuilding First Floor

Outbuilding First Floor

Store
3.73 x 1.73
12'3 x 5'8

Second Floor

First Floor

Store
5.14 x 3.52
16'10 x 11'7

Garage
5.89 x 4.98
19'4 x 16'4

3.70 x 1.57
12'2 x 5'2

Outbuilding Ground Floor

Outbuilding - Ground Floor

= Reduced headroom below 1.5m / 5'0

Hay Loft
4.83 x 3.59
15'10 x 11'9

Utility Room
2.40 x 2.09
7'10 x 6'10

Cellar
5.46 x 2.49
17'11 x 8'2

Wine Cellar
5.46 x 2.13
17'11 x 7'0

4.83 x 3.27
15'10 x 10'9

Kitchen
5.72 x 4.22
18'9 x 13'10

5.14 x 1.90
16'10 x 6'3
T

Outbuilding - First Floor

Sitting Room
5.58 x 4.92
18'4 x 16'2

Oil
Drawing Room
10.09 x 4.82
33'1 x 15'10

Dining Room
4.92 x 4.29
16'2 x 14'1
Cellar
4.86 x 4.27
15'11 x 14'0

Cellars

Ground Floor

Hall
Garage
4.73 x 3.68
15'6 x 12'1

Stable
4.64 x 3.43
15'3 x 11'3

Tack Room
4.75 x 3.20
15'7 x 10'6

Outbuilding - Ground Floor

Garage
4.75 x 2.76
15'7 x 9'1

OUTSIDE
A most attractive walled courtyard sits to the
side of the house with a former coach house
providing garaging and loft storage space.
The coach house also includes a small stable/
tack room, and a larger stable with a new
Loddon sliding partition. To the opposite side
is a further red brick building currently used
as a further garage, with a two storey section
used for storage. Both buildings are very
useful and could be converted to other uses.
To the third side is the original two storey
dovecote, with its own separate listing, with
a coal and log store underneath on one side,
and further storage for garden equipment on
the other side.
To the rear of the house is a wide paved
terrace with steps, leading to sweeping
lawns surrounded by herbaceous borders
and flower beds with views beyond. The
expansive gardens boast a woodland area,
an orchard, an attractive brook and a number
of both mature and specimen trees, roses,
honeysuckle and wisteria. Of particular note
are the two magnificent copper beach trees.
Furthermore, at the end of the garden, is an
En-Tout Cas tennis court.
To the front of the house and separated
by the village road, is a separate grassed
field extending to 2.55 acres which may be
available by separate negotiation.
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NOTE - Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey Map with the
permission of the Controller of H.M. Stationery Office.
© Crown copyright licence number 100024244 Savills (UK) Limited
NOTE - Published for the purposes of identification only and
although believed to be correct its accuracy is not guaranteed.
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NOT TO SCALE

DIRECTIONS
From Lichfield take the A38 heading in a north
east direction and after approximately 10 miles
use the left hand lane to leave at the Branston
Junction. At the roundabout at the end of the
slip road take the first exit onto Branston Road
and from there take the first exit at the following
roundabout and the second exit at the smaller
roundabout immediately after. Continue along
Branston Road for just under a mile and shortly
after entering Tatenhill village turn right onto
Main Street at the crossroads. The Old Rectory
will be on the right hand side immediately after
the church.

RESTRICTIVE COVENANT
There will be a restrictive covenant on the
outbuildings and garden in the event of this
area being developed and sold off to third party
ownership. 25% of the enhanced value will be
payable to the vendors for a period of 25 years.

WAYLEAVES, EASEMENTS AND
RIGHTS OF WAY
The property will be sold subject to and with the
benefit of all wayleaves, easements and rights
of way whether mentioned in these particulars
or not.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Savills and their clients give notice that:
They are not authorised to make or give any representations
or warranties in relation to the property, either here or
elsewhere, either on their own behalf or on behalf of their
clients or otherwise. They assume no responsibility for
any statements that are made in these particulars. These
particulars do not form part of any offer or contract and must
not be relied upon as statements or representation of facts.
Any areas, measurements or distances are approximate. The
text, photographs and plans are for guidance only and are
not necessarily comprehensive. It should not be assumed
that the property has all the necessary planning, building
regulations or other consents and Savills have not tested
any services, equipment or facilities. Purchasers must satisfy
themselves by inspection or otherwise.
Brochure prepared: September 2019.
Photographs taken: August 2019.

THE OLD RECTORY

TENURE
Freehold.

LOCAL AUTHORITY
East Staffordshire Borough Council.
Council Tax Band H.

SERVICES
Mains water and electricity. Drainage via septic
tank. Oil fired central heating.

VIEWING
Strictly by appointment with Savills.

METHOD OF SALE
The property is offered for sale by private treaty.

FIXTURES AND FITTINGS
All fixtures, fittings and garden statuary
are specifically excluded unless otherwise
mentioned in these sales particulars.

PLANNING
It should not be assumed that the property has
the necessary planning, building regulations or
other consents.
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