
The Old  
CusTOm hOuse

Market Hill, Maldon



6 bedrooms • 2 bathrooms • Drawing room 

Dining room • Study • Kitchen/breakfast room 

Laundry room • Ground floor cloakroom • Cellar  

178’ walled garden • Garden folly • Summerhouse  

Garage and parking • Beautiful views • In all about 0.15 acres

 

a Grade ii* listed 16tH century 
forMer custoM House, set in 
0.15 of an acre, at tHe Heart of 
Maldon’s conservation area 

Hythe Quay 0.6 miles, Danbury 4.9 miles,  
Hatfield Peverel 5.6 miles (Liverpool Street from  
43 minutes), A12 (Junction 20a) 6 miles,  
Sandon Park & Ride 7.4 miles, Chelmsford 11.6 miles 
(Liverpool Street from 34 minutes),M25 (Junction 28)  
25 miles, Central London 50 miles.

The Old Custom House sits on a plot of 0.15 of an acre in a prime 
position on Market Hill and only 350 yards from Maldon High Street. 
Maldon is a lively market town on the River Blackwater, which dates 
back to Anglo-Saxon times and is famous, among other things, for 
its Sea Salt and the traditional Thames sailing barges that use it as 
their home port. Shopping and leisure facilities include a Marks & 
Spencer’s, three other major supermarkets, a wide range of shops 
including a butcher, fishmonger and greengrocer, several boutiques and 
a number of restaurants. There is also an excellent preparatory school 
(Maldon Court) near the centre of the town. 

The property dates back to the late 16th century and is listed as being 
of Architectural or Historical Interest Grade II* listed. The house has 
an impressive front brick elevation complemented by symmetrical sash 
windows either side of a central doorcase with a peg-tile roof behind 
the brick façade. The front range represents an early 18th century 
house carved out of the remains of a 16th-century structure. The rear 
wing to the left dates from the early 17th century and the rear wing to 
the right dates from the early 19th century. A quote from the listing 
states “at one time the Custom House. Late C16, early C18 and early 
C19. Timber-framed and rendered with front of grey/blue header brick 
with red brick dressings; plain tile roofs and front range roof hips up 
to taller rear range…the front range contains remains of a late C16  
two-storey and unjettied timber-framed house…



The exposed north-east wall has remains of diamond-mullioned 
windows to attic, 1st and ground floors. In its rear wall is a 
contemporary, or slightly later, stack with chamfered-arched fireplace 
to the 1st floor. The north-eastern rear extension range has a roof of 
A-frame type with high mounted collars, and many-pegged curved 
braces between principals and collar…At the south-west end of front 
range, the base of a late C16 stack is exposed in the attic, with 2 
octagonal shafts with moulded bases. In the early C18 the roof was 
raised, with reused material…The central entrance hall has early 
C19 panelling and dogleg staircase with barleysugar balusters (some 
renewed), and arched openings on 1st-floor landing with moulded 
capitals and pilasters. South-west front room is of C18 pine panelling. 
Early C19 rear wing has contemporary fireplaces on ground and 1st 
floor and 1st-floor room has window with vertical sliding shutters. The 
ground-floor bay window has reeded pilasters on its flanks.”

The house has a fascinating history and some of its original plans still 
survive. There is evidence to suggest that it was purchased for £90.00 
in 1733 by Thomas Quilter, a successful mariner and shipowner 
(d.1751) and the property remained the Quilter family’s chief Maldon 
home until 1815. In 1817 it became Maldon’s Custom House, 
with the ground-floor rooms on the right hand side being used for 
administration and part of the front room partitioned off as a Public 
Lobby. The left-hand attic room was the Record Room and the rear 
left wing was occupied by a Custom House boatman.

The current owners have lived in the house for almost thirty-five 
years and have carried out an extensive programme of restoration 
with exceptional attention given to detail throughout. The wealth 
of beautiful original features includes some magnificent original 
floorboards on the top floor, carved treads and barley sugar spindles on 
the main staircase, 18th and 19th century wainscoting and panelling 
in the hall, study and dining room, a tall sixteen-pane sash window in 
the drawing room, and vertical sliding window shutters and a chamfer-
arched fireplace on the first floor, while the exposed roof trusses and a 
double octagonal Tudor chimney stack on the second floor are evidence 
of the timber-framed construction of the original building. 

The internal layout is well thought out, with the two principal ground 
floor reception rooms (the dining room and the drawing room) 
arranged around the entrance hall and its elegant staircase. Other 
rooms on this floor include a large kitchen/breakfast room with vaulted 
ceiling, a study, a cellar, a laundry room and a cloakroom. There are 
six bedrooms (one with an ensuite) across the first and second floors 
and a first floor bathroom. 

The rear garden extends some 178’ to the south-east and has been 
thoughtfully designed and planted to give colour throughout the year. 



A flagstone brick and flag terrace extends across the rear of the house 
and a well-established red grape vine winds its way across one corner 
which is undercover, creating a sheltered area ideal for alfresco dining. 
The majority of the garden is enclosed by a very attractive brick wall 
which has been renovated and rebuilt and there is also a spring-fed 
well. A former outhouse makes a charming folly and a detached 
summerhouse (currently used a workshop), would make an excellent 
artist’s studio or office.

The house has parking and garaging behind Hillside flats accessed from 
Cromwell Lane, which is a right turning about eighty yards further up 
Market Hill and provides an allocated parking bay for The Customs 
House and a garage in the block immediately ahead.

Directions  
(From A12 junction 20a Hatfield Peverel) 

From the exit continue onto Bury Lane (B1137) and after 500 yards 
turn left at the T-junction onto The Street. After 0.4 of a mile turn 
right onto the B1019 Maldon Road and follow the road for 4.1 
miles, passing through Langford. When you reach the roundabout 
turn right onto Heybridge Approach and continue for half a mile 
before proceeding straight on at the next roundabout. At the third 
roundabout turn right onto Fullbridge and straight on at the next 
roundabout and over the river. Once over the river, the house will be 
found up on the left hand side of Market Hill after about 100 yards. 
For visitors, there is parking on Fullbridge Quay at the bottom of 
Market Hill. 

Agent’s note 
Additional images can be seen via the following link:  
https://search.savills.com/property-detail/gbchrschs160036#/r/list





important notice
Savills, their clients and any joint agents give notice that: 1.They are not authorised to make or give any representations or warranties 

in relation to the property either here or elsewhere, either on their own behalf or on behalf of their client or otherwise. They assume no 

responsibility for any statement that may be made in these particulars. These particulars do not form part of any offer or contract and 

must not be relied upon as statements or representations of fact. 2.Any areas, measurements or distances are approximate. The text, 

photographs and plans are for guidance only and are not necessarily comprehensive. It should not be assumed that the property has all 

necessary planning, building regulation or other consents and Savills have not tested any services, equipment or facilities. Purchasers must 

satisfy themselves by inspection or otherwise. Ref: 170418LC

savills chelmsford
Phaedra Howard 
01245 293233 
phoward@savills.com.

savills.co.uk

Market Hill 
Maldon

total Gross internal area  
3,583 sq ft / 333 sq M

services
Mains water, electricity, gas and drainage. 

PostcoDe
CM9 4QA

viewing
Strictly by prior appointment with the sole agents Savills.

Garden Tool
Shed

2.22 x 1.52
7'3" x 5'0"

Garage
5.10 x 2.40

16'9" x 7'10"

Workshop
3.92 x 2.67

12'10" x 8'9"

Cellar
5.06 x 2.97
16'7" x 9'9"

Study
3.56 x 3.45

11'8" x 11'4"

Drawing Room
5.34 x 4.20

17'6" x 13'9"

Dining Room
5.00 x 4.40

16'5" x 14'5"

Kitchen/
Breakfast Room

4.60 x 4.58
15'1" x 15'0"

Utility
3.18 x 2.04
10'5" x 6'8"

Covered Area
4.74 x 3.05

15'7" x 10'0"

Bedroom 3
3.92 x 3.40

12'10" x 11'2"

Bedroom 1
4.34 x 4.30

14'3" x 14'1"

Bedroom 2
4.92 x 4.50

16'2" x 14'9"

Bedroom 4
5.70 x 4.56

18'8" x 15'0"

Bedroom 6
4.30 x 3.60

14'1" x 11'10"Bedroom 5
4.65 x 3.40

15'3" x 11'2"

FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY - NOT TO SCALE
The position & size of doors, windows, appliances and other features are approximate only.
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