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Location 
The subject property is located at the Eastney Suburb to the south-
east of the City of Portsmouth. It is located on the seafront of
Eastney Esplanade. The building itself is situated on the north side of
the Eastney Esplanade overlooking Eastney Beach and Seafront,
situated on flat and low-lying ground adjacent to Solent Shore. The
building, known as The Former Royal Marine Museum, is over 150
years old, designed by William Scamp, it was originally constructed
as the Headquarters of the Royal Marines Artillery in the 1860s as the
former Officer’s Mess on the Eastney Barracks site.

Property Summary

Freehold Available

Adjacent to Eastney Esplanade/Beach and Seafront

8.159 acre site (3.3 ha)

Attractive Grade II Listed building and Grade II Listed

Coastal Batteries 

Approximate GIA of 60,000 sq ft

110 space car park included

Potential for a variety of uses (STP)

Offers on a unconditional and conditional basis invited

Former Royal Marines Museum & Batteries, 1 Esplanade Gardens,
Southsea, Portsmouth, Southsea PO4 9LZ

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Eastney+Battery+East/@50.7855455,-1.0523255,887m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m10!1m2!2m1!1sEastney+Fort+%26+Barracks+and+Batteries,+1+Esplanade+Gardens,+Southsea,+Portsmouth,+Southsea+PO4+9LZ!3m6!1s0x48745d7d306f0b41:0x997b50f27afa697f!8m2!3d50.784923!4d-1.050905!15sCmJFYXN0bmV5IEZvcnQgJiBCYXJyYWNrcyBhbmQgQmF0dGVyaWVzLCAxIEVzcGxhbmFkZSBHYXJkZW5zLCBTb3V0aHNlYSwgUG9ydHNtb3V0aCwgU291dGhzZWEgUE80IDlMWlpgIl5lYXN0bmV5IGZvcnQgJiBiYXJyYWNrcyBhbmQgYmF0dGVyaWVzIDEgZXNwbGFuYWRlIGdhcmRlbnMgc291dGhzZWEgcG9ydHNtb3V0aCBzb3V0aHNlYSBwbzQgOWx6kgEIZm9ydHJlc3OaASNDaFpEU1VoTk1HOW5TMFZKUTBGblNVTmFMVXRZUlVSUkVBRaoBtAEKCC9tLzAxYzB6EAEqISIdZm9ydCAmIGJhcnJhY2tzIGFuZCBiYXR0ZXJpZXMoADIfEAEiG47qf4AvGxG6fx7oWg9thx4hiyQGiHeE-FeReDJiEAIiXmVhc3RuZXkgZm9ydCAmIGJhcnJhY2tzIGFuZCBiYXR0ZXJpZXMgMSBlc3BsYW5hZGUgZ2FyZGVucyBzb3V0aHNlYSBwb3J0c21vdXRoIHNvdXRoc2VhIHBvNCA5bHrgAQD6AQQIABAq!16s%2Fg%2F11smzr21vl?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDQyMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://what3words.com/bikes.valve.melon
https://youtu.be/UqwuLlBJQPo


Floor Sq. ft Sq. m

Basement 9,452 878.08

Ground 14,387 1,336.64 

1st 14,448 1,342.22

2nd 12,307 1,143.37

3rd 8,816 819.02

Total GIA 59,410 5,519.33 
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Property Description
The property comprises a substantial 3.5 storey (plus basement) former 'Royal
Marines Museum' building that stands at the northeast end of the former
barracks complex, a large lawned area to the front of the building, a 110 space
car park on the Eastney Esplanade Frontage, as well as Eastney Battery East
on its frontage. 

The building is of substantial Victorian construction including an imposing
central section with balcony colonnades, a twin external staircase and central
stone gabling incorporating a coat of arms. The main building is constructed of
solid red brick in Flemish bond with yellow brick frieze and rusticated quoins
and pilasters. The roof is slate hipped in the centre with mansard roof over the
wings. 

For the site is surrounded with the boundary knapped flint stone perimeter wall
which runs along the side and rear and are protected as Scheduled Ancients
Monuments (SAM).

The property has the following approximate Gross Internal Areas:-

Accommodation 

Former Royal Marines Museum & Batteries, 1 Esplanade Gardens, Southsea, Portsmouth, Southsea PO4 9LZ



4

We outline below the specific planning detail applicable to the site.  

Grade II Listed
Eastney Barracks Conservation Area
Not in a prohibitive flood zone

The relevant policies applicable to the site include:-

The Portsmouth Plan (adopted 2012) 
Seafront Masterplan (March 2021) 
Seafront Masterplan SPD Sustainability Appraisal Report (March
2021) 
Portsmouth Economic development and regeneration strategy

The objective of the PCS9 in Portsmouth City plan applies to the
proposed site significantly which the policy seeks to ensure that at
any new development will contribute to the revitalisation of the
seafront, tourism and the wider regeneration strategy of the City.

Planning

The subject building operated as a museum between October 1958
and November 2018. Prior to its museum use, it comprised residential
accommodation for the Ministry of Defence. The property is currently
vacant and not in use. 

Use

A previous application (22/00305/FUL), for Change of use from
Museum to Hotel, to include associated alterations, rear extension at
second floor level and construction of single storey amenities
building near the southern parking area, was withdrawn in November
2022 in light off the concerns expressed by the Planning Officer
regarding the location of the intended amenity building.

A revised application was submitted (22/01579/FUL), for Change of
use from Museum to Hotel, to include associated alterations and
construction of single storey amenities building (resubmission of
withdrawn application 22/00305/FUL). 

Planning Application
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Basement

Ground Floor
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1st Floor

2nd Floor
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3rd Floor
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harry.heffer@savills.com
023 8071 3957
07929 085 103

Harry Heffer
abullas@savills.com
023 8071 3957
07812 965 395

Adam Bullas
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Important Notice
Maps are reproduced from the ordnance Survey map with the permission of the Controller of H.M.
Stationery office. © Crown copyright licence number 100022432 Savills (UK) ltd, and published for the
purposes of identification only and although believed to be correct accuracy is not guaranteed. 

Savills and their clients give notice that:

1.They are not authorised to make or give any representations or warranties in relation to the property
either here or elsewhere, either on their own behalf or on behalf of their client or otherwise. they assume
no responsibility for any statement that may be made in these particulars. these particulars do not form
part of any offer or contract and must not be relied upon as statements or representations of fact. 

2.Any areas, measurements or distances are approximate. the text, photographs and plans are for guidance
only and are not necessarily comprehensive. it should not be assumed that the property has all necessary
planning, building regulation or other consents and Savills have not tested any services, equipment or
facilities. purchasers must satisfy themselves by inspection or otherwise.

Designed and produced by Savills marketing: 020 7499 8644 | May 2025

Viewing
For a formal viewing strictly by appointment with Savills.

Anti-Money Laundering Regulations 
In accordance with Anti-Money Laundering Regulations, the preferred
purchaser will be required to provide identification and proof of address,
prior to exchange.

Guide Price
Offers on a unconditional and conditional basis invited. The property will
be sold with vacant possession. VAT is applicable. 

Former Royal Marines Museum & Batteries, 1 Esplanade Gardens,
Southsea, Portsmouth, Southsea PO4 9LZ

In Savills opinion there is a recognised need to find a new use for the
building in order to secure its long-term viability and historic
protection and despite the application for hotel use (still pending a
decision), we are of the opinion that the building could suit the
following alternative uses (STP):-

Leisure (hotel / pub)
Educational (school)
Care or Retirement
Residential

Opportunity

EPC 
Not applicable 

mailto:harry.heffer@savills.com
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